INTRODUCTORY

between instruction in the three "R's" and expression
work of one type or another. Even in the best schools,
teaching was still collective for all lessons, and although
teachers must have been fully conscious of the individual
differences among the members of their classes, gener-
ally speaking, every effort was made to ignore these
differences. The child of superior ability was relegated
to the pace of the average, while the slow and backward
children were over-driven in the attempt to make them
keep pace with the others. Indeed, to be too clever or
too slow was, in reality, an equal misfortune for a child,
while a teacher's cjiief concern was to get the whole
class to cover exactly the same syllabus in the same time.
That many children appeared to be reasonably happy
under this regime must, however, be admitted.

The Froebel Society

In estimating the influences that have changed our
Infants' Schools, a tribute must be paid to the Froebel
Society. Through courses of lectures for teachers,
through a system of examinations and the issue of
Teaching Certificates, it has done much to spread a
better understanding of Froebelian ideas.

The Influence of Montessori

The year 1910 marks a stage in the history of the
Infants' School, In that year, Madame Monte&sori'&
book first appeared in an English translation, and the
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